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Introduction 


All praise be to Allaah Subhannahu Ta’aalaa , who sent His Beloved Nabi Muhammad ibn Abd Allaah ibn Abd al-Mutallib as a warner and a bearer of glad 
tidings, with a Book that is perfect, A1 Qur’aan, in which there lie no errors nor any doubts. 


And Allaah says in Suratul Jumu ‘ah, Ayaah 9: 
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O you who have Imaan! When the call (Adhaan) is made for (the Jumuah) salaah on the day of Jumu ah (Friday), then hasten towards Allaah’s 
remembrance (towards the Jumuah salaah to take place in the Masjid) and leave trading. This is best for you (in both worlds) if you but knew (the 
eternal value of the salaah, which far exceeds the temporary value of the wealth you may attain from trading at that time). 


COVID-19 - Exposing the frailness of our Ummah 

The current state of Muslims during the course of the coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic has been a painful sight to witness. Those who are the inheritors of 
the pristine way of life that is Islaam are thrusting themselves at the feet of the disbelievers, seeking guidance and fataawaa from those who are perpetually at 
war with Allaah and His Messenger 

We are turning our backs on the flawless prescriptions that have been gifted to us via the Qur’aan and Ahadith. As an Ummah, we are beginning to slip from 
atop of the pillars that our Deen stands upon. 

The evidence has always been clear prior to the advent of COVID-19 (which came about solely by the decree of Allaah as an athaab for the disbelievers and a 
mercy for the Mu’mineen); our way of life, dress, education and etiquette are becoming void of any sprinkle of Shari‘ah and Sunnah. Over the course of the last 
month, Muslims around the globe are placing themselves within the Qur’aanic ayaah, where Allaah says, 

Has the time not come for the hearts of the Mu’mineen to submit to Allaah’s remembrance (earnestly) and to the truth that has been revealed? 

(The time has now arrived for them to forsake sin and to do everything to fulfill all of Allaah’s commands.) (Submit now before it is too late and) 

Do not become like those who were given the Book before (the Jews and Christians, who delayed in submitting completely to their Deen and did 
as they desired) after which a long period of time elapsed (in this disgraceful manner) and their hearts (eventually) hardened (because of their 
incessant sinning, thereby depriving them of the ability to repent). (In fact, even today) A large number of them (the Jews and Christians) are 
sinners (disobedient without any worry of retribution). [Suratul Hadeed, Ayaah 16] 

The transformation of our Masaajid into modern day recreational centers is at the top of the list of the greatest atrocities committed by the present-day Ummah 
of Rasoolullah The Haqq owed to Allaah Ta’aalaa to congregate in His house for his remembrance and worship is not a priority for many of us. This sad 
observation is evident in light of the widespread abandonment of masaajid across the world and our submission to the baatil mandates of the Kuffaar to limit 
gatherings to an arbitrary number of people. Through the lens of Imaan, it is ridiculous to suggest that this Coronavirus can be evaded by limiting the amount 
of people at particular location to a certain number. A virus has no life of its own, it possesses no means to discern who is in its proximity and who is most 
vulnerable to its effects. A virus operates only at the command of Allaah, and this is our aqeedah. 

So says Rasoolullah *j||c, 

“There is nothing like contagiousness, omens by the flight of birds, the evil effects of owls and the evil ofSafar” 1 
1 Bukhaari Pg.850 and Mishkaatul Masaabeeh (Pg.391) 
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So why is it that at the command of the non-Muslim governments world-wide, we see masaajid closing their doors and even going as far as effectively invalidating 
their Jumuah salaat? 

The bitter haqq is that we are uneducated on the principles of Imaan and Islaam. 

In sha Allaah the primary intent of this brief kitaab is to focus on why the current trend of limiting the number of musallis in the masjid on Jumu’ah is an 
invalid practice. This will not be supported by my own limited understanding of Deen, but rather by the Four Imaams of Ahlus Sunnah WaT Jama’ah. 


Jumu’ah According to the Four Madhaahib 

For a comprehensive understanding of the laws associated with the Khutbah and Salaat of Jumu’ah, it is more appropriate for the reader to consult their local 
imaams, Ulamaa and to refer to reliable books of fiqh from the Hanafi, Hanbali, Maliki and Shafi’i madhaahib. 

What follows, in sha Allaah, is a list of the necessary factors which validate the Jumuah prayer, specifically the number of musallis necessary for the Jumu’ah 
salaat to be valid. 

According to the Fiqh of Imaam Abu Hanifah (Rahmatullah alayh) 

Salaatul Jumu’ah in the Hanafi madhhab requires three muqtadis (followers) excluding the imaam, i.e. a total of four, free, healthy, adult male residents of 
the town in which the Jumu’ah congregation is being held must be present. 

According to the Hanafis, in the verse, “Then come to Allah’s remembrance [i.e. the Friday prayers],” the verb is featured in the plural form; 
and in the Arabic language the minimum implied with a plural is three. Thus, it is said that the minimum required for the Friday prayer is three. 2 

This condition is subject to another requirement that must be met for the validity of the Jumuah salaat in the Hanafi school, which is known as “Ithnul Aam” 
or General Consent. This principle necessitates that the Jumuah salaat must be open-access; not a single free, healthy male who is a resident of the locality 
can be barred from joining the congregation. 

If the Musjid doors are closed, thereby preventing some Muslims from entering, then the Jumuah Salaat will not be valid. Jumuah will also not 
be valid in a prison on account of the lack of the condition of Ithnul Aam. If Jumuah is held at a university where all Muslims do not have the 
permission for attending the Jumuah, then it (Jumuah) will not be valid. 3 

The proofs registered through the fiqh of Imaam Abu Hanifah (Rahmatullah alayh) render the virus-spawn trend of limiting the number of worshipers in the 
masjid on Yawmul Jumuah to an arbitrary number decided by the Kuffaar government as baatil (baseless, null and void). 

According to the Fiqh of Imaam Malik (Rahmatullah alayh) 

According to the school of Imaam Malik (Rahmatullah alayh), at least 12 free, healthy, adult male residents of the town in which the Jumu‘ah salaat is being 
held must be present, (excluding the Imaam). 

This view is supported as follows: 

Jabir (Radiyallahu anhu) states that whilst we were performing Jumuah with Nabi Sallallahu alayhi wasallam, a caravan arrived causing all the 
people besides twelve to scatter. Thereafter the following verse was revealed, “And when they see some merchandise or amusement, they break away 
to it, and leave you (O prophet,) standing” (Sahih Bukhari v. 3 pg. 10, Dar al-Fikr) 4 

According to the Fiqh of Imaam Ahmad ibn Hanbal and the Fiqh of Imaam Shafi‘i (Rahmatullah alayhim) 

According to both the Hanbali and ShafiT schools, 40 free, healthy, adult male residents of the town in which the Jumu‘ah salaat is being held must be 
present. 

It is accepted that a specified minimum number of Muqtadis is a prerequisite for the establishment of Jum‘uah. The original Salah stipulated 
by the Shariah to be performed during this time is actually Zuhr; therefore, it will not be permissible to move away from this standard default 
ruling without a Shar‘i proof. Imam Bayhaqi presents a narration from Abdullah ibn Mas’ud (Radiyallahu anhu) which states that Rasulullah 
established Jumuah Salah in Madina Munawwarah and there were forty people present. This is coupled with the Hadith of Rasulullah 
“Perform Salah as you see me perform Salah.” Therefore, this number serves as the proof to move away from the default ruling of performing Zuhr 
and necessitating the performance of Jumuah. (Hashiyah al- Sharwani ala Tuhfah al-Muhtaj, v. 2 pg. 470, Dar al-Fikr) 5 

2 Friday Prayers with Less Than 40 - IslamQA 

3 The Invalidity of Jumuah Salaat in Prison, Majlisul Ulama of South Africa, Port Elizabeth, S.A. 
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Another substantiation is the following narration of Abu Dawud, Abdur Rahman ibn Ka’b ibn Malik who used to guide his father (Ka’b) after he 
lost his sight narrates from his father Ka’b ibn Malik (Radiyallahu anhu) that whenever he (Ka’b) used to hear the Azan on Friday, he would pray 
for mercy upon Sa’d ibn Zurarah. Thus, I asked him, “Whenever you hear the Azan you pray for mercy upon Sa’d ibn Zurarah?” He said, “This 
is because he was the first person to perform Jum‘uah Salahfor us in Hazm al- Nabeet in Harrah Bani Bayadah which is also referred to as Naqi’ 
al-Khadimat (place name).” I asked, “How many were you?” He said, “Forty.” (Sunan Abu Dawud, vol. 1 pg. 153, H.M. Sa’eed) 6 

Taking the positions of the four madhaahib into account, it is clear that it is best for a masjid not to deviate from the standard protocol of establishing the 
Jumuah salaat without any restriction on the number of individuals in attendance. If for example, a person claims to be taking the position of Imaam Maliks 
(Rahmatullah alayh) madhhab (that 12 people are required for a valid Jumuah) and they were to hold multiple Jumuah khutbahs and prayers in a single day, 
each limited at only 12 musallis, then they would have effectively invalidated Jumuah for anyone following the schools of Imaam Abu Hanifah, Imaam Hanbal 
and Imaam Shafi‘i (Rahmatullah alayhim). Even if one were to allow up to 40 or even hundreds of musallis into the masjid for Jumuah in accordance with the 
Hanbali and Shafi’i positions, but were to bar anyone else from joining after a certain amount, then the Jumuah salaat would be invalid for anyone following 
the madhhab of Imaam Abu Hanifah. 

In referencing the four madhaahib, a more strenuous matter unfolds - are the majority of Muslims following a madhhab to begin with? If you are not, then how 
are matters such as this supposed to be dealt with intelligently and in line with the Shar‘i proofs of Islaam (i.e. the Qur’aan and Sunnah). If the rulings of the 
four madhaahib are ignored then one has thrown four distinct traditions of knowledge that can be traced directly to Rasoolullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam 
behind their back in favor of their own, or someone else’s, flawed and limited understanding of Deen. If one takes the liberty of mixing and matching the four 
madhaahib or temporarily using the position of a certain school to fit the agenda of the non-Muslim governments demands, then they have either deviated 
(and are taking the ahkaam of our Deen lightly) or have chosen to abide by a ruling that may invalidate the Jumuah salaat for others for the sake of validating 
it for those who (doubtfully) claim to legitimately follow the madhhab being referenced. 

The standard protocol that masaajid world-wide have been following prior to this Coronavirus fiasco accommodates for practicing Muslims regardless of which 
madhhab they follow. It is unsettling to see such abrupt changes being made to our worship as an Ummah while we are under the influence of the enemies 
of Allaah Ta’aalaa and His Messenger Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam. One cannot help but wonder, if the non-Muslim "authorities” that are our presidents, prime 
ministers, governors and mayors have enough power to influence us to forsake congregational salaat due to fear of a virus (that is not contagious), what other 
acts can they convince our Ummah to commit as long as they are able to take advantage of our Imaani deficiencies? 

I ask all who are reading to this make du’a for the entire Ummah of Rasoolullah Sallallahu Alayhi Wasallam as we are in the midst of perhaps some of our most 
disheartening moments en route to the unraveling of Qiyaamah. I ask all for all who are reading this to pardon and forgive me for any errors that I have made 
in my efforts and appeal to convey the Haqq. Ameen. 
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